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Abstract

Calvin achieved the work of the Reformation through church ministry
and school education. The base of his plan and trial for the Reformation of
the Genevan churches was the educational reform.

Calvin’ s view of education was the development and expansion of his
covenant doctrine. He started from the fact that parents of all families were
basically responsible for the education of their covenant children. He
emphasized the educational responsibility of the church which was the big
covenant family community and “mother of believers’. He thought the
school founded by the church was the extension of the church’ s religious
education for the covenant people and was the church’ s trustworthy
edﬁcatidnal institution. The Genevan Academy which was founded in 1559
by Calvin as the church school was the fruit of his ministerial concern and
fervor for educating the covenant children with the Christian perspective.
Genevan Academy was in fact the lifelong desire and also the culmination
and the crown of his Genevan ministry.

‘Genevan Academy was established with two purposes: to educate
ministers and to raise civil leaders. Genevan Academy was the school which
had an excellent reputation in the academic education and moral training, and
it became a good model for educational principles and practices of the famous
European and American Christian higher education institutes founded by the
reformed churches.

Gevenan Academy practiced not a consumer-oriented education but a
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goal-oriented eduéation, thoroughly. It had a purpose of educating competent
people to serve reformed churches and the reformed world, and all
educational means of the school were always administered according to this
purpose consistently.

Genevan Academy tried all its best to invite the pious and competent
professors through a revolutionary personnel management which broke the
contemporary custom. Calvin especially regarded the religious and moral
characters of the professors as important. Professors of the Academy should
reveal their piety and life in and out of the classroom.

Genevan Academy established the integrated curriculum which
harmonized theology with liberal arts. It taught all the courses with newly
illuminated biblical viewpoint, and exercised the education of searching for
the integration of the principle and the practice foreseeing of the future
ministerial sites of the students.

Requiring the freshmen to sign the confession of faith, Genevan
Academy achieved the religious homogeneity in the student body, which was
the basic factor of carrying out the genuine Christian education. With the
stern moral training based on Christian love, the Acamedy cultivated the
students to become the respectable and trustworthy leaders of churches and
the society.

Genevan Academy, a school of the church, was supplied with
refreshing life force and practical supplies, which made possible the
maintaining of the school’ s identity by the churches which is in cooperation
with the school. Today, like Calvin’ s time, the best way to educate covenant
people with true faith through the school education is to establish and
administrate the colleges or the universities.

Calvin' s educational legacy which was revealed in the educational
principles and practices of the Genevan Academy is the fundamental factor of

realizing today s Christian colleges or universities.
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